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As right is in the body, so is reason in the soul.

. Aristotle.
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Rationalism may be defined as the mental attitude, which
unreservedly accepts the supremacy of reason and aims at establishing
a system of philosophy and ethics verifiable by experience and
independent of all arbitrary assumptions of authority.
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I conjure you, my brethren, remain faithful to Earth, and do
not believe those who speak unto you of super terrestrial hopes !
Poisoners they are whether they know it or not.

—Friedrich Nietzsche
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The persons who live in obedience to reason are worth to be
accounted free. They alone live as they will, who have learned what
they ought to will. —Plutarch
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The agnostic suspends judgment, saying that there are not
sufficient grounds either for affirmation or for denial. At the same time,
an agnostic may hold that the existence of God, though not impossible,
is very improbable; he may even hold it so improbable that it is not
worth considering in practice. In that case, he is not far removed from
atheism.

—Bertrand Russell
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A credulous mind finds most delight in believing strange
things, and the stranger they are the easier they pass with him. But it

never regards those that are plain and feasible...
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The practice of superstition is so congenial to the multitude
that if they are forcibly awakened, they will regret the loss of their
pleasing vision. Their love of the marvelous and supernatural, their
curiosity with regret to future events and their strong propensity to
extend their hopes and fears beyond which favored the establishment
of polytheism.... ~Edward Gibbon
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Whatever their neurological and molecular antecedents,

hallucinations feel real. They are sought out in many cultures, and

considered a sign of spiritual enlightenment... Hallucinations are

common. If you have one, it doesn’t mean you are crazy ! —Carl Sagan
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By the spirit of truth, I mean that frame of mind, by which
men who acknowledged their own fallibility, and who desire above all
things to discover what is true, should adjudicate between conflicting
arguments. Reason, reason alone, should determine their opinions.
—W. E. H. Lecky

(History of Rationalism)
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Now for all their profession to the country, the Indians are
about the most materialistic and money—loving people in the world.
(GABd—bye, Mr. GandhiC )
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A good world needs knowledge, kindness and courage; it
does not need a regretful hankering after the past or fettering of the
free intelligence by the words, uttered long ago by ignorant men. It

needs a fearless outlook and a free intelligence. —Bertrand Russell
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Miracles happen to those, who believe in them. Otherwise
why does not the Virgin Mary appear to Lamaists, Mohamedans or
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Science can purify religion from error and superstition;

religion can purify science from idolatry and false absolutes. Each can
draw the other into a wider world, a world in which both can
flourish... Such bridging ministries must be nurtured and encouraged.

—POPE JOHN PAUL An
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Nature tells man to love his fellow—creatures, to be just
peaceable and benevolent, while religion counsels him to detach
himself from his fellow—creatures, to hate them. Nature tells man in
society to cherish glory, to be active, courageous and industrious,
religion tells him to be object, to live in obscurity and to occupy
himself with prayers, with meditation and with ceremonies. Religion
says to man, be useful to thyself and do nothing for others | —D’

Holbach (French skeptic philosopher)
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Finding that no religion is based on facts, and cannot
therefore be true, I began to reflect what must be the condition of
mankind trained from infancy to believe in errors. —Robert Owen
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vyn| al x
Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the feeling of a
heartless world... It is the opium of the people. The imaginary flowers

of religion adorn man’s chains. Man must throw off the flowers and

also the chains. —Karl Marx
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It is undesirable to believe a proposition, when there is no
ground whatever for supposing true. —Bertrand Russell
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( Gajes of wisdom
( Bejtrand Russell’s Best ( Q O | BBbt of Bertrand Russell)
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The churches used to win their arguments against atheism,
agnosticism and other burning issues by burning the Reformists, which
is the fine proof that there is a devil, but hardly evidence that there is
a God.

—Ben B. Lindsey
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All science, measured against reality, is primitive and

childlike — and yet it is the most precious thing we have.

—Albert Einstein
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It promotes desire,
But takes away
The performance.

—Shakespeare
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Man experiences the highest unfolding of his creative powers

not through asceticism, but through sexual happiness. Sexual pleasure,
wisely used, may prove the stimulus and liberator of our finest and

most exalted activities. AHavelock Ellis
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An agnostic may hold that the existence of God, though
not impossible, is very improbable. He may even hold it so
improbable that is not worth considering in practice. In that case,

he is not far removed from atheism. —Bertrand Russell
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In spite of all the yearnings of men, no one can produce a

single fact or reason to support the belief in god and in personal
immorality.

—Clarences Darrow
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