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Quick Fire Flash Q&A with Lydia Davis, an American writer noted for literary
works of extreme brevity (commonly called "flash fiction") by Jignesh Adhyaru.
Dauvis is also a short story writer, novelist, essayist, and translator from French
and other languages, and has produced several new translations of French
literary classics, including Swann’s Way by Marcel Proust and Madame
Bovary by Gustave Flaubert. We are very thankful to Lydia for sparing time
from her busy schedule for this interview with Sarjan. Thanks also to her
publisher Farrar, Straus and Giroux for the pictures.

Davis, Lydia © Theo Cote [author photo]

JA: What, in your view, is the basic difference
between full length story and flash fiction?

LD: In the longer story, the reader forgets her
surroundings and begins to "live" the narrative taking
place in the story. In the shorter story, the reader
remains present in his own life, and continues his
awareness of his own surroundings, and perhaps
reacts in a more active way to what he is reading.
That is one difference, anyway.

JA: Should there be any particular structured
form work for a flash fiction? if yes, what should
it be?

LD: | would never impose limitations or structural
rules on any piece of writing: | think the form and the
length should be very much in a sensitive response
to the material of which the story is composed and
the emotion of the writer as he/she writes it.

JA: Our critics blame that micro fiction stories
are relatively difficult to understand for many
people, do u feel it is so? Why?

LD: 1| think there is a huge variety of kinds of very short stories. Most are, | find, quite easy to
understand, at least on the surface. If some are difficult, that is either a problem of mismatching--the
reader is not the right one for this story--or a necessary part of the way the story is written. Many very
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good and important poems are difficult to
understand. That is not a defect in the poems, but
may be a challenge to the reader, requiring
patience.

JA: How does your work of translation affects
your fiction writing?

LD: It broadens my understanding of other cultures
and thus enriches my mind and heart; and it makes
me far more deeply informed about the resources of
my own language. | recommend it to all writers.

JA: Drabble, very short fiction, twitterature,
short fiction....Do you feel the need for more
categories in Stories itself for their individual
identity as a story type?

LD: 1 don't mind if people have fun inventing more
categories and names for categories, for different
varieties of short short fiction. (I had not heard the
word "twitterature" before--it is clever!) But | don't
think a writer should necessarily feel confined by
any one category of short fiction--he or she should
feel free to write in any style, any category.

Page 22 of 42
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*AMONG THE TRUE ORIGINALS OF
CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN SHORT FICTION.*
~SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

PicADOR

JA: in your fiction, from where you get plots or
story? How do u conceive your creation?

LD: | take many notes, all the time, of things that interest me, whether the behavior of people around
me or what | am reading. Sometimes | see a pattern or an odd moment that inspires me to put it in
writing. Sometimes when | begin writing, one idea will lead to another and | will allow the story to take
its own direction. For instance, yesterday | started writing about whether an ant could be a sort of
companion, and ended the story talking about how one might daydream that an acquaintance will
leave them money or property.

JA: What is your advice to budding short fiction writers? What are the prerequisites?

LD: There are many possible important pieces of advice. It is very important to read the best writers,
and read a great deal. You can't be a good writer yourself without that. You must get the best prose
or poetry in your head. Secondly, you must be patient and work hard at what you write, and be willing
to keep correcting it to make it better. Third, you must write from an emotional attachment to the
material--you must write about what is important to you.

JA: Who are short fiction writers in English that you recommend to our writers? Whose style
appealed you most?

LD: | was very influenced by Grace Paley, and then later by Jane Bowles. But there are many
others. The stories of Flannery O'Connor are very well done, as are those of Katherine Mansfield.
But a Swiss writer | have recently been reading is Regina Ullmann and | admire her very much.
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Another Swiss writer, whom I've been translating, is Peter Bichsel, who writes about his everyday life,
very philosophically. They are wonderful.

JA: Critics generally don't accept micro fiction as a story type, how can we say that it’s a

story?

LD: One must stretch the definition of "story" to accommodate the smallest of the inventive, narrative,
philosophical prose forms. | sometimes justify calling my work stories by saying that if they have the
least little bit of narrative in them, even narrative that may exist only in the reader's mind, then | can

call them stories.
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JA: Out of your own short fiction, which are your own favorite?

LD: | have many favorites, from many of the books. Some of my favorites are the ones that involve
insects. Or the longer one about the cows across the road. | like the ones that pose philosophical

problems, such as an early one, "Once a Very Stupid Man". Thank you for your interest!

Varieties of Disturbance: Stories

because, they said, T
was lazy. What they meant
by lazy was that I used
too many contractions:
for instance, I would not
write out in full the words
cannot and will not, but

instead contracted them to

can’t and won’t.

(stories)

Lydia Davis.

picador

*Thanks Caroline zavakos, Publicity assistant at Farrar, Straus and Giroux, NY for the pictures
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(Book launch by Hon. Guests with girls from Mahipatram Rupram Ashram, Ahmedabad)
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(Sanjay Gundlavkar, Jignesh Adhyaru, Sh. Rajnikumar Pandya, Sh. Dolatbhai Bhatt, Sh. Raghavji Maghad, Mital Patel and Soniya Thakkar)
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B/h, Khodiyar Nagar, New VIP Road
Vadodara 390 022

E-mail : adhyarul9@gmail.com
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